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meeting the manuscript of a short story, and requested the
honor of becoming a contributor to Time. Although he
printed the story in the issue of September, 1861, Dostoevsky
fought against the love of this young woman until December,
1862. He was older than she, and doubted the attractiveness
of his round face, ruddy mustache, wide forehead, and eyes
clear and hard as glass, while she was beautiful, robust, and
proud. He was a married man, jaded with life, overburdened
with cares and debts, while she was single, carefree, inex-
perienced, and full of life and ardor. He realized that such a
union could only be unhappy, but he was anxious to escape
from his sick, dispirited, nagging wife who coughed and spat,
who was always on the point of dying, and still smarted from
the mischievous coquetry of Madame Shubert. He wanted
to be loved tempestuously, he wanted to begin life anew
with Polina, and so he yielded to the temptation of her fair
body and her ardent mind, feeling that he was committing a
crime. Actually, the crime was not against her but against
himself.
From the very beginning of this liaison, Polina Suslova felt
a hatred for her quadragenarian seducer. She had naively
hoped that he would set her soul at rest, make her one of the
few who could lay claim to a high destiny; but he flagged
and descended to her level instead of raising her to his. She
had hoped that he would dominate her with his mind, actu-
ally it was she who dominated him sensually. He revealed to
her a happiness that she could no longer do without: but the
very fact disgusted her strangely. She felt humiliated and
defiled. She hated to see his freckled face, his mustache and
imploring eyes, and yet she lived only for the presence of
this man. She pitied him, despised and detested him. He was
her indispensable enemy. Later she wrote in her diary, "At